MR. KENDALL’s SERMON. 


¥ 


PREPARATION FOR WAR THE BEST SEcuRITYy FoR PEACE: 


—_—_—EV=—=—_—_—_—_—""—= 


ILLUSTRATED IN 


A SERMON, 


DELIVERED BEFORE 


THE ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE 


ARTILLERY COMPANY, 
| ON . 
THE ANNIVERSARY 


oF THEIR 


ELECTION or OFFICERS, 


BOSTON, JUNE 2, 1806. 


By JAMES KENDALL, A. M. 


; Minister of the First Church in Plymouth. 


| / BOSTON: 


Printed at the Anthology Office, No. 7, Court-Street, 
BY MUNROE & FRANCIS. 


1806. 


a 


% Monday, 2d June. 

dipe sre ad a the BAG and Ete ace 
i ae Y that Major iGconge Blanchard, Capit. pat 
oY ee on nsign Nahum Piper, Gen. John Winslo ~ Mel. 
i eae mas CES be a committee to wait Meee 
ie all, thank him for the eloquent and fiatriotit on Rev. 
this day delivered before the company, and Aerie CLE 
of hima 


ts MMTATTeDI3y 


iS 


4 O MME Fe ee, pg 
' 7 © 


EMOtIR CsgayrrE. * 


AUOROE. GMS 5 
WS Tow. 
u PSS Re 
pe he : ws 
0: coft 
EOD ER DET rg A at lil , At: 
j test, T. CLAR 

Ky Clk, 


OFFICERS, 1805....1806 


cs BrancHarD, Captain. 
pn Homes, Lieutenant. y 
Ensign. 

Treasurer. 


Major Gor 
Capt. Merzs 
Mr. NanuM PrrER, 
Gen. Jonn WInshowWs 
Capt. Tomas CLARK) Clerk. 


OFFICERS, 1806....1807. 


Mr. Wr11143t ALEXANDER, Captain. © 
Major PeTER Oscoop, Lieutenant. 

Mr. Wit1i4™ 
Gen. Jonn Wi 
Capt. THOMAS (e 


Jerson, Ensign. 
wsLow, Treasurer. 
LARK, Clerk. 


ae 


ARTILLERY ELECTION SERMON. 


Howovrasre and equitable peace is the es 
est temporal blessing a nation can enjoy; and war is 
among the severest calamities, with which it can be visited. 
It js therefore the duty, and will be the practice of every 
wise and virtuous people, as far as is consistent with the 
honour and welfare of society, to preserve the good and 
avoid the evil. But, however lamentable the considera. 
such is the present state of the world, that the best 
if not the only, security for national peace is habitual ere. 
paration for war. No nation that neglects the one, can 
Jong expect, however they deserve to enjoy, the other, 
Tnattention t the means of self defence is the surest way 
to invite aggression and insult. Ambition and aietiee 
will never fail ‘to improve this negligence and inattention 
for snultiplying, their conquests, and extending their do- 
-minions- > There is no substitute for seasonable and vig- 
eaue improvement of the means of national security, Tn 
yain shall we look for it in extent of territory, the number 
jphabitants, or the abundance of their weer" 


tion, 


of its 


6 


These, so far from discouraging the invader, are the very 
objects that excite his ambition,and accelerate his progress: 
Tribute may purchase a delay of hostilities, and suspend for 
awhile the threatened insult ; but will be found ineffectual 
for National sécurity. So far from preventing the evil that 
18 dreaded, and producing permanent safety, it tends to in- 
crease the danger by, exhausting the means, and thereby 
Weakening, if not destroying, the power of self defence: 
However important and necessary national virtue may be 
tOnational security ; yet even this alone, in the present de- 
Praved state of the world, will be found an inadequate de 
fence against the violence and rapacity of corrupt, unprin- 
-cipled men, It would indeed be impious for a people 
ely on their own strength, and to confide wholly in an a 
Of flesh, Without looking to, the God of armies, and trusting 


6 ° . 
_ Inthe power of his might”” for security and protectiom — 


Bubit would be equally presumptuous, and partake of thf 
ctimte of tempting Omnipotences  tely on his arm to $47” 
‘while they neglect the means, and suppress'the energi™ 
Which he has provided for the purpose of strengthening av 
defending themselves: ‘Nations; as Wwell.as sindivid¥® 
al Be “labourers together with God,” for-their sal” 


oe trath of: these observations will be illustrated a 

is attending to the sacred narrative, part of, hid 
PAVE Selepied as.the ground of the following discours® 
‘ » This hatYatiye,, recorded in the -thirty-second chaptet’ : 
= Second. book of Chronicles; shews the conduct of pe j 
: od: by Pics king of Judabs when threatened an ain , 
sureevatt Proud.king of Assy™a-- Among Rae 
7 ACOPKEM to qerest the Progtess of his invader, thé 


vi 


cfed “historian informs us; in the: fifth, sixth, seventh, ‘and 
eighth verses of this ‘chapter,’ that” 2b bus, ; i 
He also strengthened himself, and built up-all the- 
aii ea was broken, and raised it up to the towers, 
and another wall without, and repaired “Millo-in the 
city of David, and made darts and shields ‘in abundance. 
Auld. he set captains of war over the people,-and gath= 
ered hem together to him inthe street of the gate of the. 
Bas and spake comfortably to them, saying, Be strong: 
null courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king 
of “Assyria, 70° for all Mipamultiniile that is’ with: him: 
(fo there be more with us than with ‘him: With hinr 
a apn of flesh; but with us is the Lord our God 
to help ws and to fight our battles. ae rapsil 
Previous to Hezekiah’s coming me the throne, Ahaz, 
Kis father and’ predecessor, pues Teiga was as much dis- 
tinguished for c iptionsand idolatry, as his'son’s. was for 
“xr and piety> had become subject and tributary to the 
Later” Terrified by the*threats of his’ enemies, 
eon res at the prospect of invasion, instead of strength- 
ning bits > repairing the walls of the city, and prepar- 
ing for a ynanly and honourable eae he tamely courted 
alliance: He even committed. sacrilege upon the 
the Lord, taking the silver and gold, that had. 
ee ed to tlie use of the temple, drained the 
| ag sagyries, and: sent the ponderous’ present'to the 


“Not content with becoming merely tributary to 


Janoe. (a. . 
ge Os g ally; he accompanied the tribute with the 


ge, declaring himself “the seryant and 
> (a) 2 Kings xvi 8. 


8 


son”? ‘¢ of " 
his ashen alien if he would but take hi 
Consequence of pes him. against his enemies Hop ih 
Was, that the teny ie dangerous and dishonourable li phe 
d’s ho xtinguished ‘ 
setted, en shut, the altar of — agers of the 
from “ the forsook ‘ the old paths,’ Bos.ce 
it good way,”? and. paid paths,’’ wandered 
eh of Assyria. paidwbouaee and. reverence 
© wis 2 , : 

ne ee ee piety. of Hezekiah dictated diff 
Pairing: the ee s administration. . He began re o 
despoilea ne mpre of the Most High, which ies za 
sliding and id ‘aoe hands, and restored a — 
of the true fees trous, people to the worship and i 
< sight of the ae “He did that which was right in the 
“ trusted”? not ord,” says the sacred biographer. _ «« He 
tf of Israel, so = an arm, of,fiesh,, but. in the Lord God 
ii the kings of co him. was none like him among all 
he clave to. the Lor non any, that; were POI: him. For. 
him 5 but ke “ond, and departed not from. following 
pt his commanaments:””(2) Convinced of 


the 
Perniciou: 
: s ser 
Fea Nien 5 aes of foreign influenc® and abhorring 
udah e, he determined that thésetribem-of, 
f¢ wood, and 


should 
‘ Shin of Re ager bes iaghew ee 2 
> 50] 
2 he therefore, . mc a foreign, .2va00OUS sy ment: 
Re ak him, aude opinion of his enemy, ‘‘rebel- 
Se i i 
Fer any longer to. he rved chim not.” That iss Be 
of Ahaz, he reg Depre eas and, pavofubute.t0.8 
y We fetolved ta be fee nea disgraceful. slavery 
free: and independent. 


(4) 2 Ky 
Kings xviii, 3, 5, 6- 
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But the people of Judah, favoured 
were with a wise and virtuous king, on as they now 
istration were inscribed goodness, Pe ae admin: - 
and truth, were not permitted long to aoe teousness, 
ings of freedom and independence. as ae bless- 
the doors of the house of God, which had b ly were, 
mpious hands, again opened ; Bi ih : 
re the 


by i 
crated lamps, which had been long extinguist 
‘ ished, 


conse 

again lighted up; and the holy incense beginni 

rise from the altar of the Most High, idea to 
cities 


e again invaded by a formi 
found himself obliged ee 
his independence, and once more become trib resign 
a foreign power; oF, trusting in the God of ae 0 
strengthen and prepare himself for a vigorous ae to 
ng had risen up in Assyria, more’ ie 
than his predecessors. Elated: b: and 
of his conquests, mnd@sthevextent ee Ke 

is 


of Judab wer 
and Hezekiah 


dominions, 
in subduin; 
varice coul 
osperous and free. He was not j 
es of Hezekiah; neither had he neat 
contributions that were levied in ae 
of the Assyrians, under the reign of a corrupt cael 
giJlanimous king. He was still determined to prod vi 
the riches of his successor, by conquering and tt by 
exing Judah to the number of his tributaries, again 
we are told in the context, “aon . 
en- 


Accordingly 
x nacherib king of Assyria; came and ent : 
» entered: into: 


ses 
pition and @ 
Judah was pr 
of the treasur 
the jmmense 
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a ae and eneamped against the fenced cities, and 
ought 7o win them to himself? Not merely by 
the strength of his arms ; but more by artifice and in- 
migue. For this purpose he commissioned agents, the 
chief of whom was Rabshakeh, whose instructions were, 
not to confer with the princes of Judah, but to appeal 
* ue people, and either by flattery, or Dy haughty, 
menacing language, to excite terror in their minds, to 
create jealousy against their king, and foment discord 
and divisions among them ; that, by these means, he 
Tight make them the instruments of theit 0W” destruc- 
tion, and thus facilitate the conquest of Judah. 

There is another record of this invasion, (¢) by 
Which it appears, that Hezekiah was at first alarmed by 
the approach of the Assyrian armics- Knowing the 
ue Strength of his enemy, recollectinS hich were 
iS Conquests and the fate of the te? tribes, W e 5 
already vanquished, plundered and carried jnto captiv- 
ity either by Sennacherib or his predecessors find- 
ing him al . ; the cities of 
Jud: ready in possession of some he was 
: lah and himself unprepared for resistances” ane 
ies that his kingdom also mus is ith the 

te number of his triumphs. Acquaint® 
aoe Spirit of his ae and aware of ithe gee 
pice ieee he persevere in the ia king 

tenceless state e : 
sae on what ke re eae ie eae 
with they popele: This was done; ue acdc 
thane aah ef inducing the king of Assy™ ae time to 
©) 5 gh upon Judah, as to st 

ES, Xvill, 12, 


the number of ‘ 


il 


strengthen and fortify himself against the besiegers.” If 
he were unprepared for resistance, there might be wis- 
dom and policy in the measure. ‘* And the king of 
« Assyria appointed unto Hezekiah, king of Judah, 
« three hundred talents of silver, and thirty talents. of 
« gold.” From motives of policy this demand was 
readily complied with. But Hezekiah was too wise to 
imagine, that the avarice of this proud Assyrian would 
pe satisfied with a single tribute, and too provident to 
e opportunity, which a suspension of the in- 
rded, for preparing for a bold and honourable 
Instead therefore of exhausting his treasures 
his territory, or thinking to appease the wrath, 
the progress of the great king of Assyria, 
- sending him mone money, he makes seasonable and 
‘ nerous appropriations for the defence of the wealthiest 
and most exposed of the cities of Judah. Perceiving 
i the movements of his adversary, that ‘* he was pur- 
we po sed to fight against Bersaletts he took counsel with 
«cis princes and his mighty a to stop the waters 
pits the fountains, that were without the city? ; thus 
annoy, and distress the Assyrian armies in the onset, 
But this was not all. The same vigilance and activity 
ais manifested in repairing the walls of Jerusalem ; jp 
¥ “fyins the city ; in arming, disciplining, and anima. 
i bis soldiers, that they might be prepared to receive 
tb give 2 good account of the enemy, should ti. 
an! ‘ewete jn the invasion, and approach the walls of th 
ee Like 2 christian hero, he roused and encoura a 
en "44 resistahce, by placing before them the stile : 


them to x 
pest, if not the only, motive to true courage... .the 


neglect th 
yasion affo 
defence- 

to enlarge 
and to stop 


and 


| 
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highest and weightiest consideration for patient, perse- 
vering bravery. His wisdom and prudence in fortify- 


ing Judah, his adroitness in martialing and arraying his " 


forces, and his piety and valour exhibited in his address 
are best expressed in the words of the text. «« Also 
‘he strengthened himself, and built up all the wall 
¥ - 98 broken, and raised it up to the towers, 
and another wall without, and repaired Millo jn 
the city of David, and made darts and shields 
7 in abundance. And he set captains of war over the 
. people, and gathered them together to him in the 
street of the gate of the city, and spake comfortab}: 
to them, saying, Be strong and courageous, be n 
“‘ afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, y eae 
«all the multitude that is with him : for there be 
“with us than with him. With him is an am, 
“ flesh ; but.with us is the Lord our God to he} ab 
*¢ and to fight our battles.” Pus 
In vain did the king of Assyria persevere in the « 
In yain did he send his emissaries to Jerusalem to siege 
and alarm the minds of the people, and to sees f 
confidence in their king and God. In vain did't their 
mind them of the numerous and powerful natio ihe 
had been vanquished by his arms, and the ‘anit that 
their gods to deliver them. In vain did he toate aa 
condition of their becoming tributary, that they ~ ee 
* eat every man of his own vine, and every one ce: 
figtree.”” (d)In vain did he impiously challenge moe hiss 
of Hezekiah to deliver Judah out of his hand. In Sec 
toodid he pretend that he was commissioned by ‘me < 
(2) 2 Kings, xviii. 31. re: 
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God to go up and destroy Jerusalem. | In the true style 
of a modern conqueror, he at one time denied the true 
God and acknowledged no omnipotence but his own. 
At another time, he apparently owned his existence 
and government, and claimed his authority and com- 
mission from him. But when a man’s faith grows out 
of his circumstances, and is always in subjection to his 
ambition and avarice, the conclusion is, that it 7s dead. 
His object is to carry his point either with, or without 
God...cither by owning or denying him...according to 
on which he stands, or the circumstances in 
thich he is placed. “Dhis was the conduct of the As- 
Won king: His object was to terrify the people of 
ee into smbjection- ‘If he could but succeed, he 
5 udal different whether their overthrow were effected by 
pie jg: their confidence in the God of Israel, or by 
destroy on believe, that he was commissioned by 
making to conquer and subdue them. : 
heave? Hezekiah was neither terrified by his threats, 
But ed by his flatteries, from faith and trust in the” 
sede Like a true believer, like a christian. pat. 
hhe remained unshakened in ‘‘ the day of 
of rebuke, and blasphemy.”’ ‘Trusting, 
an arm of flesh, but in the Lord of hosts, 
5 ot af on to fortifying the cities, arming and arraying 
jn a es, be repaired to the temple, and, in the spirit 
pis fore ee of true humility and devotion, “ prayed 
and Jang +» to heaven for assistance and protection, A. 
and ct so fervent and’ sincere, coming from the 
magistrate in’ the hour of trouble and 


(e) 2 Kings, xix. 15. 


the ground 


r . 
tof a pious 
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danger, ‘‘ availed much,” and was better than an host 
in arms. For “the Lord sent an angel, which cut off 
*¢ all the mighty men of valour, and the leaders, and 
* the captains in the camp of the king of Assyria, so 
“Che returned with shame of face to his own land.’ 
Thus “‘ the Lord saved Hezekiah, and the inhabitants 
“ of Jerusalem, from the hand of Sennacherib, the king 
“ of Assyria, and from the hand of all other, and 
* suided. them on every side.” 


This narrative, like “all scripture, is Profitable for 
*¢ doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for inSuSean 
“in righteousness.” It urges particularly the expedi- 
ency and advantage of preparing for war, as ine best 
mean, of securing the enjoyment of peace. 
- Ye not only allows, but commends, €ven jn ia 
ple of God, the cultivation of a military’ spirit 20k 


e and skill in the military art. > and ex- 


ercis 

And it teaches, that true religion ang ea 
piety are not only consistent with the a 
are the brightest ornaments, the noblest 
ourable insignia, the safest and most co 


of a soldier. 


affect 
charac cted 


™plete armour 


There may be something at first view Paradoxical 

; Z a 
in the appearance of a professed ambassado, ner 

. : : e 

Prince of peace advocating preparation for * oS 2 
yar, an 


recommending knowledge and experience jp oaein 
y y mil- 


tary art. It might seem more consonant With his holy 


profession, more congenial with. the mild Spinit of bis 
religion, instead of urging warlike Preparations. ia 
? 
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commending military skill, to recommend to his audi- 
tory, under the influence of a christian spirit, to ‘¢ beat 
“ their swords into plow-shares, and their spears into 
& pruning-hooks, and Jearn war no more.’? Would to 
God, the present state of the world were such, as:not 
to require a different exhortation : that those lusts and 
passions, from whence come wars and fightings, were 
so far under the influence and. control of the gospel 
as to render the wrath of man no longer “necessary to 
the praise of his Maker that the remainder of wrath 
were SO effectually restrained, as to authorize a hope 

dy approach of those ‘‘days,’? when ‘‘ the 


the spec 
of righteous shall prosper, and there shall be abundance 


veace:”? y 
“ of pe iversally prevailed, if all mankind 


and were guided by the spirit 


he trumpets and the alarm of war. , Every 
sound of t it quietly under his vine and under his 
hae would make him afraid. But the 
ye accomplishment of these glorious prophe- 
. desired, and so devoutly prayed for, has 
-.. so long _ And such is human nature without 
not yo” ¢ and spirit of this religion, such are the 
fie infin lene e of ambitious and unprincipled men, 
injustice ns well 28 individuals, may be, and often 
that nt under such circumstances, and’ in such 
es place i" render warlike preparations, the cultiva- 
situatio™ * ate spirit, and skill in the military art, ne- 
tion of ice very existence. Other nations, besides 


. 
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Judah, have! owed the enjoyment of civil and religious 
liberty, under God, to the height and strength of their 
walls, and to the spirit, bravery, and martial appearance 
of their soldiers. Self preservation is the first law of 
nature ; and a regard to this law is perfectly reconcile- 
able with that christian precept, which teaches, -< If it 
be possible as much as lieth in you, live we 2 ¥ I 
ars ceably with 
No one will doubt that the good k 
disposed for peace ; and every man 
commend the wisdom and policy 
adopted for self defence, 
by a foreign enemy. Ma 
able and profitable for 


ing of Judah was 


to contemplate 
f this €xcellent 


fellow citizens, placed beyond the reach of the calamities 


of its Java, and remain unhurt bythe rains 2.,Ailseady 


ain map i Period, (would to heaven 
ght prove. a vision!) when our canes, like Trafal 

shall be shakened with the thunde; “i nfiicting oe 
and their shores washed. with the blood and» covered: 


2 Are we, my, 
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with the spoils of victory. When these United Siates, 
like the circles of Germany, shall feel the iron arm of 
usurpation, and witness the ravages of war. And are 
we prepared as a nation to defend our territory, and to 
vindicate our rights against foreign aggression and in- 
ie? Have we strengthened ourselves effectually by 
sea and by land ? Are our broken walls repaired and 
improved 2 Are our principal cities and seaports forti- 
fied 2 Is Millo secure 2 If we do not strengthen 
ourselves; what ground have we to ask, or even to ex- 
ect the aid and protection of Ompipotence 2 Shall we, 
jike Sampson, quietly s/eep in imaginary security, till 
enemies plunder us of our strength, and then sport 
7m our weakness ? (e) 
subject recommends, and surely it will not be 
that the present threatened state of the country 
seasonable and vigilant attention to the means 
uments of national defence, as the only rational 
under providence, for national security 
jeace- Such attention, S° a ee provoking vay 
d a most effectual way to avoid it. No nation will 


is o likely to injure us, when they see us prepared 
s' 


gisposed to notice and to resent the injury. But so 
apr as we are unprepared. to defend CUE oe rights, 
JoPS” «6 we even tempt our encmics to invade and 
we iy a of them. It is, therefore a duty, and a duty 
sak er be dispensed with, but at the hazard of 
wh bh ea ai ag men and citizens, in imitation of the 
a Ware of Judah, to strengthen ourselves, and prepare 
5 


pi? (e) Judges xvi. 


fo) 
wt 
Our 
denied, 
require 
and iste 
ound to hope, 


c 


on account of nur sa vealth, ‘ 
i es ve i SDP . Ask tan ink vulnerable Jife, is too much. The price of a bolt to fasten the door 
decay, and raised them higher, Aa stile ae i. of cde meinetinee 4: ee 
Anleanera celiac BereRes Ls ana more nd robbers, is too dear a purchase. Let him guard 
mien se aaa ss a 2 t extravagance, and regulate his expenses, not by 
doubly fortified Judah. “* And repaired Millo — sit 
“city of David.’? This was a spacious buildin, ee 
the midst of Jerusalem ; and on account of the sfoen a 
oes it contained, was surrounded’ by a‘ forty a 
called, in David’s time, the strong hold of Zion. (Sf) oo 

- The king of Judah seems to:have taken great pai 
to render_ these works invincible by the enemy, mane 
ba them, not where there was no wealth, and but £ - 
/iiebutants 3 but where the people were most Liiielateen is 
and where their principal riches were deposited. Thy 
objects to be defended so far exceeded in value ee 
ia necessary to their defence, that there is no ini 
ation given of any indispositi cing < 

Sayeed airs, Whagt aoe crore earners 
y hen life, ev} can there be a doubt remaining 1n the mind of 


liberty, and . | pod 
property are ut stake, th he t spilt : 
Spe ech oui sien of his country as to the wisdom and policy, 


agains 
the yalue of the objects to be defended and the danger 


to which they. are exposed; but by a more fashionable 
Ai andard, the standard of economy, and the probable 
ff popularity attached to his savings. . 


degree © 
This, however, will not be following the example of 


He ekiab. His affection for his kindred, his love of 
and attachment to its liberties, and privileges, 
sured by this dwarfish standard. The 
jn his estimation, was infinitely, 
ing them. While the loss of 


gntry> 
are be mea: 
of these blessings, 
e the price of defendi 
wee connected with the degradation and slavery, 
oh wuld follow, was far more to be dreaded than 


at Wo 
hat 5 of that lile, which might at least be hazarded 


the 1 ‘ec. And af 
vigorous and manly defence. nd after all the 


18 
- for war, as the bes i i 
ar, as the best means of securing the enjoyment of 
peace, ait : can has calculated the worth, and fixed a price upon his 
Among’ ther fnensures!” which ithe’ Jewishehe svife and children, the liberty of conscience, and the 
Jew a . ° . 
adopted for defen ¥ . ARE BITS eans of subsistence and enjoyment ? The expense of 
raat ree ‘fon vg eide the pee cities of eae to shelter the objects of his affection, A which 
L st Important and valuable, to, worship his God, and to deposit the comforts of 
| 
| 


worth 


question about expense ; but only as to: the means ne i ata 
easy Yo coelire these SHER able Blessings! Wigs é e expediency and necessity of defending the wealthiest 
Bs ri ey- ro ‘ pills, € 
Meee ieee bec ce seeboni S t 1a most exposed of our cities, either by stone, or by. 
SOMBRE stots nn seen av olen walls, and guarding’ and protecting their har. 
ao ie epee com ae and the waters under our jurisdiction against the 
x 0 


GF) de Seiuel ve 2: derers of the seas? ‘The most effectual way to 


plu n 


a es 
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encourage and promote the prosperity of commerce, 
and of course to increase the wealth and resources of a 
Nation, is not to destroy, but to protect it. And as 
providence has proyided us, as a nation, with the means 
of self-protection, if we do not improve them, we must 
expect, we indeed deserve to suffer. The expense, 
Whatever it may be, arising from this mode of strength- 
ening ourselves, bears no proportion to the value of the 
objects to be secured-(z) 
In addition to repairing the walls and fortif.: 

cities of Judah, Hezekiah ‘ made darts 0 on 
*¢ abundance.”? His fortresses would have been of little 
service without these instruments of defence, = le 
were necessary to guard the walls of the city, and eh 
prevent their being scaled by the enemy. Jehovah “ 
his providence as well, as his word, sometimes calls i 
the nations of the earth to “prepare war(/)...to beat their 
« ploughshares into swords and their Pruninghooks —_ 
“spears.” But this preparation and even these instru. 
ments of death may be the very means of avoiding War 
and preserving life and peace. Vigilance and nee > 
in providing these instruments of defence do not rec 
sarily grow out of a hostile spirit, and therefore are ae 
certain proof of a disposition for war. But they may 
be, and often are, the effect of a disposition to avoid this 


(g) For further conviction on the importance an é 
of fortifying our harbours and seaports, the reader ances ae 
the luminous and unanswerable arguments of the Heneanbie 
Mr. Quincy in a late speech in congress. And for a comm: . 
fary upon this excellent speech he is requested to look at ae 
tragedy, lately acted in the harbour of New York. ibe 


(4) Joel iii, 9, 19. 
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calamity, and to enjoy permanent and honourable peace. 
It is a proof of a hostile spirit to engage in an unjust 
the sake of wearing a conqueror’s crown, and 


war for sot 
And it is a proof of 


rioting in the spoils of victory- | 
the same spirit, to rush, precipitately into any war, 
merely on account of national antipathy and preju- 
dice, till after every expedient, consistent with the 
honour and welfare of society, has been tried to avoid it. 
Negociation, upon just and equitable terms, 1s a much 
gore humane and honourable mode of adjusting na- 
tional differences, and is oftena saving of much blood 

d treasure. A resort to the last extremity ought 
pon to be had, till this more peaceable and christian 
pert has been effectually tried. But there are evils 
a to be dreaded than war. And when the cup of 
oneiition has been drained to its dregs...when the 


alternative is-war or slavery, blood or tribute, an 

ade le to heaven for the justice of 

apP eal and the best of the 
e cause, 


ive i Se : 
ae eines pena from another part of 
narrative, which, I observed, not only allows, but 
amands even in the people of God, : the cultivation 
q military spirit, and exercise and skill in the military 
For the king of Judah, besides making darts and 
ae Jds, ** set captains of war over the people, and gath- 
git 4 them together to him in the street of the gate of 
go exe" and spake comfortably to them, saying, Be 


e city, at 5 
a ane and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed 
ce : the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that 
¢¢ for 


js with him.””, 


may then be mad : 
and a choice of evils, 


te: 


tbe 


art 
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This has very much of a military appearance, and 
most strikingly represents an army completely organ- 
ized, with their commander in chief at their head array~- 
ing; Mancuyring, and addressing his troops. Sepa- 
tate from the idea of war, there is something innocent, 
and animating in this kind of recreation 3 and the 
order and subordination that are maintained among well 
disciplined troops, the neatness and address that are 
required, and that are eyen necessary to the character 
and martial appearance of a soldier, are by no means 
inconsistent with, but may be subservient to, the im: 
provement of the morals and manners of A =a 
when we consider the importance and Hecessity fC = 
organized soldiery, in ‘order to nationa} os 2 a well 
peace, they rise’ in our estimation ; and we joa vand 
them, under proyidence, as the guardians of our si = 
rights and liberties, the bulwark of our Country. shenal 
and a wall of fire against her enemies. Ty 9, te glory, 
ever, to inspire this confidence in their count; > ike 
must be well organized and well disciplineg, rs ni 
and subordination must become easy by being inv “y 
They must cherish and keep alive a Military spi Py sie 
order to. be profivients in military Sone ion 
some degree of enthusiasm is necessary to excel. in os 
art or science, so the breast of a soldier must at iacentn 
warmed with this spirit, before he will be distinoy: i 
in the military art, Suishes 
Tn a country where standing» armies ayo Feed 
with jealousy, where little else than. the name excites 
suspicion and dread, it seems necessary to National 


‘ 


security, that some substitute should be found. for ce 
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purpose of acquiring a knowledge of military tacticks, 
The best substitute perhaps are military schools, or 
institutions established for the purpose of becoming~ 
proficients in’ military science. - They afford an op. 
portunity for creating a defence, next to be relied on to 
veteran troops. ~ Such institutions, properly regulated, 
where due regard is paid to character, to order, and dis- 
cipline,..where the spirit and genius of republicanism 
are cherished and displayed...and especially where respect 
and reverence are manifested for the institutions of re~ 
ligion, on account of the emulation they excite and the 
confidence they inspire, deserve and will receive the 
support and patronage of government...the countenance’ 
and encouragement of their country. : 
To strengthen the confidence of his fellow citizens, 
a soldier, besides being acquainted with the military art, 
must be fired with a love of his country. No man 
who is not a patriot can be fit for a soldier. Without 
he be animated with a spirit of patriotism, hevhas ue 
claim to the confidence of his country If he should 
Possess this confidence, he would be liable to abuse it 
2, pecoming a traitor, But if he be @ patriots © not 
“ ree only, nor in tongue, but in ria ery 
demeein he will always be influenced bya 
Publick good. He will rise superiour to any ‘local or 
panty attachmentsjand never suffer himself to become <i 
Ene. the instrument ofa fiction. His fae?” Hint 
will disdain to harbour a’spirit, that would immolate one 
half Of his countrymen with ‘the hope pila fk 
reigning with the rest. “Equally inimical will he be 
to that boasted ‘philanthropy; whose colossal strides to 


gard for’ 
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fraternize the whole world, are stained with the blood 
and covered with the victims of all its parts. His be- 
nevolence for his kind will never wage war with his 
affection for his kindred. His friends are the friends 
of his country, and he is an enemy to those only who 
are at war with its rights and liberties. The language 
of his heart is, and the same is inscribed upon every 
enterprize, ‘¢ If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
“right hand forget her cunning. If Ido not remem- 
“ber thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of 
« mouth.” (2) 

When a knowledge of the military. art is 
by a spirit of patriotism, it will seldom fail of 
companied. with true valour. ‘This is another essent; 
requisite in the character of asoldier. Not ae enue 
age, however, that would lead a man rashly ang ee 
cessarily to exposehis life todanger. Not that Pes aes 
passion, which, rather than endure the adversitie ae 
life, tempts a man to lay violent hands upon Toa ig 
Not that false, impious courage, which under the Fat 
ence of personal revenge, sooner than lose the aves 
of quenching the fire of resentment in the blogg of 
fellow soldier, looks to heaven, and challenges Q, ‘ 
tence to preserve that life, which it has challenged mant 
destroy....But that true bravery, which, in obedience 3 
the call of its country, prefers the post of duty, althouch 
it be in the high road to danger and to death, to dishon. 
ourable flight, or dastardly obscurity. That active per- 
severing valour, that never sleeps when its country. isin 
danger..is never weary in vindicating her sights ana 

(@) Psalm oxxxvi. 52 6: tort 
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defending her liberties against the encroachments and 
usurpation of ayarice and.ambition. “That magnanimity 
that cheerfully sacrifices private ease and emolument 
to publick security, to national prosperity and happiness. 

"That heroick fortitude that nobly dares to combat publick 
errour and vice, although it be at the expense of publick 

favour, choosing rather to fall in the support and defence 

of national virtue, than to rise on the flood of national 

corruption and wickedness. 

This is anoble characteristick of a soldier. Ttis some- 
thing different from that mechanical courage that is acquit- 
ed in.a crowd, or from calculations upon chance. It is 
something distinct from that hardihood which arises from 
general: insensibility to evil and to good. However useful 
this kind of bravery may be under the direction and man- 
agement of a military despot ; yet it is not that true 
valour, which excites admiration and inspires the great: 
est confidence. . This is a virtue that arises from reflec: 
tion; from a--consideration of a. greater) goody than 
length of days; from a belief of an existence, that can 
neither be imbittered nor destroyed by the wrath ‘of 
man’; ftom the hope of a reward for noble and anions 
actions more gure and more lasting than national ipa 
tude or popular favour ; from the prospect of a ei 
more honourary and glorious than the laurels, whic i i 
hero gathers in the field of battle...more impor’ © 
than the marble, on which is jnscribed the soe s 
fame. This godlike virtue js the offspring of - Sig 
and is nourished, by piety’ And we have said, that 
these are not only consistent with the character ; but are 
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the brightest ornaments, the most honourable insignia, 
the safest 


and most complete armour of a-soldier! 


‘With these the pious kingvof Judah was adorned; 
and’ by: them also-he was strengthened. They gave 
beauty. to his ch: 


aracter, and energy-and splendour to his 
We-admire and commend his vigilance and 
activitysin fortifying his cities and preparing: for resist- 
‘nee. But ive-¥enerate more his humility and piety: im 
trusting in the God of Israel 5. andy.!in» addition to “his 
Own exertions, Tepairing to the throne of the Most High, 
and beseéching Him, in atime of trouble and danger, to 


be the shield and tefuge’ of his people.» We applaud 
his wisdom and) pr 


forces and amply instrumients of 
defence. But we are charmed with the fai 


actions, 


strength of his walls, 


nor in the number 
of his troops ; 


and discipline 
but in the wisdom and Strength of that) 
ARM, which bringeth salvation, and &ttteth the victory. 
This was the ground of encouragement to his people... 


the great animating motive, by which he roused them 
to resistance, and. inspired them with undaunted brave- 
Ty against the RDETAY Me SalForthéraytyes More with us 
“than with him : with him is an arm of flesh; but 


“ with us is the Lord our God tohelp us and to fight 
“* our battles,» 


How important 
pecially in a time 
favourand protect 
“who can be ag 
“ Him to save 


is it to a nation at all times, but €S- 
of threatened calamity, to secure the 
ion ofheaven! «« If the Lord be forus, 
Ainst ug 29? « There is no restraint to 
by Many or by few.» "Whatever may 


2h 


Wed} umbers; -however. unequal 
i in respect to n 
be the disparity 


the combat, his right hand, and his almighty arm drahe- 


the shield, the sword, and the battles: 4; 


inestimable the-priv--, 
; he advantage, how ines 
How great the a 


i s, who, like Hez- 
eet pe a ee and the sol-_ 
ekiah, unite the character fo} Ii Ron as 
dier, and° who can wield at re es oi 
Lord and of Gideon? m d ie eit cp 
Such 'were) the brave and pious hs pone 
Jand. Clad in the armour of Ged, shelton 
«afraid for the terrour by night, nor for roslhoen 9 
«flieth by day.?? Shielded by the ees es 
they bravely encountered “ penis by ae esas 
“men, perils in the sea, perils in the wi ak m4 
« by the heathen, and perils among false a si 4 a 
until they got the land in possession, and ai eva 
dation of g mighty empire in this western world. ue 
SpORWECE othosewpnemorable patriots and heroes, 3 
through fair) gave birth to our American uci 
ceHC et mies Cut of weakness were made strong fas a 
n fight, and turned to flight the armies case 
(4) Such, aboye all, was the a ng 
Ton, who, like the s¢ripling of ee sari 
© and almost without arms, ae aliens 
name of the Lord of hosts, vanquished dl e as 
—" a8e and freed America from phe, aa 
might his Countrymen have said Be nde i 
ites did to 4 ce Thou art v 
us.”? oS were many of those cot inde 
whose Names are enrolled on the records o al 

i (*) Hebrews xi. 34. 
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“tary a8sociation, whose anniversary we this day cele- 


brate. ( 

With pleasure and gratitude we welcome tlie’ return 
of this day, which presents before us an Institution 
Ancient as to its origin, and Honourable in its design. 
An Jastitution that unites knowledge and experience in 
tnilitary science with respect and reverence for the 
Theanis ‘and instruments of religious instruction, An. 
Institution that exhibits the principles and example of 
Sur ancestors by combining the character of: the chris< 
tian: and the soldier. An’ Institution that recognizes 
the importance and necessity of co-operating with Om: 
nipotence in the great work of national security and, 
Protection. 

Into your hands, Gentteatieny i is now committed the 
charter of the Ancient and Honourable Artillery Com. 
pany, handed down to you by a brave and pious ances: 
try.’ Toyou we look for a display of its principles and 
the promotion of its wise ‘and patriotick design. _ Jn 
you we expect the united character of the citizen and 
the’ soldier, the patriot and the christian. As'menibers 
of this respectable association your honour is pledged, 
as faras your exertions and influence extend, for the 
deferice of your country, and the vindication of its rights 
and'liberties, It is also pledged for the support and en- 
Couragement of its civil and religious institutions. By 
this anntial visit; in your associated capacity, to the 
Senctuary of God, you virtually declare in ‘presence of 
the world your belief in the gospel, your ‘respect<and 
veneration for its institutions, and your hope.of 2 croyin 
of glory, unfading and immortal, Let-your.character, 
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then, as soldiers be decorated with the christian armour, 
Enlist under the banner of the Great Caprarw of our 
salvation. Enrol your names among the friends and 
followers of this heavenly Leader. Put on the insignia 
of immortality...the breast-plate of righteousness, the 
shield of faith, the helmet of salvation. Girt about 
sith truth, and armed with the sword of the spirit, rally 
round the standard of rz. Lorp or nosts. Take 
refuge in that fortress against which the gates of hell 
will not prevail. And when your warfare shall cease, 
may you then be able to adopt with triumphant joy the 
Janguage of victory : :—‘¢] HAVE FOUGHT A Goop 
FIGHT, I HAVE FINISHED MY COURSE, I HAVE 
KEPT THE FAITH 3} HENCEFORTH THERE IS LAID 
pP FOR ME a cROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHICH 


THE LORD, THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, SHALL GIVE 


me 4T THAT DAY.?? 


AMEN, | 


